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EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

not P'eter the Great sought to turn the face of his country to the
west by building his capital on this pile-studded marsh. It thus became
the cosmopolitan capital of a great empire, and a city of wide boule-
vards, beautiful churches and magnificent palaces. It received a sad
blow and declined rapidly in population when the present government
returned the capital to Moskva. Today it is Russia's only outlet to the
Baltic, and its commercial status has correspondingly improved.

Lumbering in Northern Russia. (Courtesy of Sovfoto.)

THE DECIDUOUS FOREST BELT  OF  CENTRAL  RUSSIA

South of the latitude of Leningrad the forest changes. Occasional
deciduous trees appear in the midst of forests of pine and fir. Gradu-
ally they increase in numbers until first they dominate, and then en-
tirely crowd out the conifers. The resulting deciduous forest is a con-
tinuation of that of western Europe, and consists principally of oak,
beech, elm and birch. It extends as far south as the latitude of Minsk,
after which it gradually disappears, and the open steppes dominate the
landscape.

The existence of deciduous forests is the result of warmer and
slightly longer summers, and these conditions are reflected in a dif-